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like an informed consent document, but that is not the only model. Many examples 
of forms are available if you search online. In addition to the Duke components, some 
release forms contain a statement that using the photographs involves no financial con-
siderations or remuneration.

Using Friends on Campus or at Work

If you are going to take a photograph to use in research, you need to consider the 
impact of whether that individual will be known to your sample, which is likely to 

FIGURE 7.5	 Example of Photo Release Form Based on Suggestions  
From Duke University

Photo Release Form

Name of Researcher

Name of Institution

Address of Institution

I understand that I am being asked to provide permission for [insert researcher’s 
name] to use photograph(s) taken of me dealing with [describe the material to be 
released, i.e., the content of the photographs and the date taken, if possible] to be 
used in research about [insert title or description of the study].

I understand that I have been asked to have my photograph(s) used in the following ways: 
[insert ways the material would be used, such as 1) being shown to participants in an 
online experiment; and 2) used in presentations and print and/or electronic publications].

[If the researcher has guaranteed that the individual’s name will not be used, 
include a statement such as] I have been told that my name will not be used in any 
presentation of my photograph.

I understand that signing this release is voluntary, and that I am not required to do so, 
even though I gave permission for the photographs to be taken.

I am at least 18 years of age, have read and understand the statements in this 
document, and voluntarily agree to the release of my photograph(s) for the purposes 
of the described research.

Printed name ______________________________

Signature  _________________________________

Date   _____________________________________


